Transitional cell metaplasia and ectopic prostatic tissue in the uterine cervix and vagina in a patient with adrenogenital syndrome: report of a case suggesting a possible role of androgen in the histogenesis.
A case of extensive transitional cell metaplasia (TCM) and ectopic prostatic tissue was encountered in the uterine cervix and vagina of a 23-year-old woman with the adrenogenital syndrome. A previously described case of ectopic prostatic tissue in the cervix in a patient with female pseudohermaphroditism and our case suggest that prolonged androgen stimulation plays a role in the development of prostatic tissue. Similarly, the occurrence of TCM in the perimenopausal and postmenopausal periods when the ovaries secrete androgens, in female transsexuals treated with androgens, and in our patient with high endogenous androgen levels suggest that androgen has a major role in the histogenesis of TCM. Significantly decreased Ki-67 immunopositivity in TCM compared with the normal cervical mucosa of women in the reproductive age indicates that TCM is a mild form of epithelial atrophy, presumably caused by the neutralizing effect of androgens.